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system, for Slovakia and in the Slovak language. Why weren't
the Slovaks favoured with the fulfilment of this agreement? True,
on the founding of the Republic, Czech teachers came to the
schools and Czech officials came to the offices because Slovaks
had a small intelligentsia of their own, but many of these teachers
didn't know the Slovak language and taught in Czech. Wasn't
that a violation of the pledge of Slovak independence? Now the
Slovaks had their own intelligentsia and they could dispense with
the services of the Czechs, but Czechs remained in their comfort-
able berths because Prague said they must. It. was Prague and
not Bratislava that ruled Slovakia. Even the gendarmerie was
made up overwhelmingly of Czechs, to the extent of 80 or 90 per
cent, and some of these gendarmes had as little education, no more,
than many Slovaks. On the railroad likewise the majority of the
workers were Czechs. In Bratislava there were at the moment
60 Slovak young men who had diplomas from the law school
and were without employment. Why shouldn't they be assigned
to legal positions in Slovakia and displace immigrant Czechs? Yes,
and in the post office too the majority of the employees were
Czechs.

And then when a Slovak went abroad he was known as a
Czecho-Slovak, but when a Czech went abroad he called himself
a Czech. The only jobs that Slovaks got were those of servants
and labourers. True in Bratislava there was a theatre in Czech
and in Slovak, but in Brno and in Prague there were theatres only
in Czech. Slovaks constituted 23 per cent of the population and
were entitled in the Central Government to 23 per cent of the
jobs. But they weren't getting them, in the ministries of Labour,
Commerce, Social Welfare, only about 2 or 3 Slovaks were
annually favoured with appointments. In Parliament there were
230 clerks and only one of them was a Slovak. The diplomas in
the university were printed in the Czech language. Why? The
bulletins also were written and printed in the Czech language.
Why? The previous winter there was a demonstration of die
students against this constant flaunting of the Czech language. Of
course some of the Czech professors in the university had even
gone on record as saying there was no Slovakian language. That
was how much respect Czechs evinced towards Slovakian indepen-